NEWSLETTER
Scarborough & District Advanced Motorists
Tuesday 21 June 2022 7:30pm

‘The Street’ William Street Coach Park. YO12 7PW

The Yorkshire Dialect
Something a little different, we once again welcome Adam Collier
to explain his unique take on the Yorkshire dialect.
Eh up, it promises to be a
a light hearted and very enjoyable evening.
Friends and family welcome, light refreshments.
Tuesday 20 September 7:30pm

‘The Street’ William Street Coach Park. YO12 7PW

Scarborough & Ryedale Mountain Rescue Team
An interesting talk from this charity, of volunteers who give up their
free time to search and rescue members of the public who are in
trouble.
Not to be missed.
All welcome, refreshments available

Forthcoming events
Tuesday 18 October 2022 7:30 pm

‘The Street’ William Street Coach Park. YO12 7PW

The New Highway Code
Reviewed Highway Code amendments
A forum to discuss, explain and decipher
the amended rules and what they mean to you as an
Advanced Motorist.
All Welcome, refreshments available.
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The purpose of this notice is to explain how the
Scarborough Group of Advanced Motorists uses
your personal data and to give you the right to
withdraw your consent for the Group to use your
data should you wish. We hold data on group
members for the purposes of establishing or
maintaining membership or support. This includes
informing members about training, committee and
group meetings, issuing of newsletters and
publicising the activities of the group on print,
broadcast and social media and our website.
Please contact the Secretary or Membership
Secretary if you do not wish your data to be used for
any or all of these activities.

Examiner (M/C) Dick McReddie
Examiner (car) TBA

More information on any aspect of
IAM RoadSmart
can be found on the following web sites

Contributions to
Newsletter

Scarborough Advanced Motorists and
Motorcyclists (facebook.com)

If anyone wishes to contribute to the
newsletter please contact :-

www.iamroadsmart.com

Roger Chapman

www.iamroadsmart-scarborough.co.uk

Tel. 01723 367424
Mobile: 07590840011
E-Mail:- rogerchapman1@hotmail.com

SAMS Facebook Page:
which all Group members are
encouraged to join and use.
Simply search
Scarborough Advanced
Motorists and Motorcyclists
(facebook.com)

This newsletter is produced every quarter March, June, September and December.
Contributions by the first week of the
month please.
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Chairman
Steve Oldridge

Any Old Iron?

M

edia reports have suggested that Cabinet discussions have included plans to reduce the frequency of MOT tests from one to two years for vehicles 3 years and older. This proposal has been vigorously opposed by the RAC which considers that it
would result in a drastic increase in the number of unroadworthy vehicles. Likewise, the Independent Garage Association has also expressed opposition saying
that the MOT makes a significant contribution to the
UK’s good road safety record due to the vital checks
carried out.
Whether or not the suggested MOT changes go any
further than speculation, it is interesting to look at
what has been happening to motoring during the recent period of financial hardship and covid pandemic.
According to MOT data, of the 40 million vehicles registered on our roads, almost a quarter have done more
than 100,000 miles. At the same time as vehicle mileage has gone up, average miles driven per year has
gone down from 7,559 in 2010 to 7,019 in 2019 and
then to 6,533 during the pandemic in 2020.
The reason for this apparent anomaly is that although
our annual mileage may be lower, we are keeping our
vehicles longer. According to Coop Insurance, seven in
ten of its motor policies in 2018 were for cars between
six and ten years old. By the start of this year that had
risen to eight in ten. At the younger end of the scale,
ten percent of its policies in 2018 were for vehicles up
to two years old and this had dropped to just four percent by the start of this year.
These figures are backed up by data from the Society
of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) which

says that the average
age of a UK car at 8.4
years is the highest
since records began.
The reasons why people are keeping their cars for
longer are no doubt complex and varied but it is difficult to argue with the view that as the cost of living
continues to rise, changing to a newer car becomes
less of a priority than being able to pay household
bills.
Another factor is that improvements to components
and more consistent build quality means that today’s
cars are more durable and capable of covering high
mileages than they were years ago. Most notably,
compared to most cars built before the mid-eighties,
modern cars don’t start to rust before they have left
the showroom!
Although it has not been reported as a factor that influences people to hang onto their cars for longer, I
can’t help feeling that rapid changes in engine technology may be having an effect. Where once it was
simply a question of petrol, diesel , manual or automatic, you now have that plus plug-in hybrid, selfcharging hybrid, electric or maybe even hydrogen
powered fuel cell, all of which are undergoing rapid
improvements in technology. So, if your existing car is
in decent condition, is it best to hang on to it for the
time being rather than invest in new technology that
may begin to look very dated in only a short period of
time?

Phillip Toledano
It is with regret that we announce the death, at the age of
93, of Phillip Toledano, a founder member and past
Chairman of Scarborough Advanced Motorists.
Phillip had been an advanced driver for more than 60
years. He remained an active and enthusiastic driver
throughout his long life and maintained a close interest
in the affairs of the Group, attending group and annual
general meetings. Our commiserations are with his
family.
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Membership Secretary
Janet Bate

Since my last report we have had several new Skill for Life Associates join our Group and we are delighted to
welcome:
Kevin Boyle, Sarah Bayes, Tom McManus, Paul Goodwin, George Roberts, John Haag, and Mohamad
Hallak to the Car Section
also
David Chalmers, Dale Potter, Jamie Wakeford, Hazel Marshall, and Andrea Wicks
to the Motorcycle Section
Also congratulations to John Lawson for passing his advanced motorcycle test and Graham Swaine for
passing his advanced driving test. Many thanks to their Observers Steve Tomlinson and Janice Morritt
respectively.
It is encouraging to know that several of our new Associates came to know about the benefits of advanced riding
and driving through our Taster Evening in April and your Group will continue to spread the word at various
public events during the summer. Check out our website www.iamroadsmart-scarborough.co.uk or
facebook.com/Scarborough-Advanced-Drivers-and-Riders to learn more.
Stay safe and I look forward to meeting you in person at Group meeting on 21st June

Janet may be contacted on 07713 646461

Fellows of IAM RoadSmart

There are a few drivers applying and taking the FELLOWS test, unfortunately most of the
drivers have failed, only 1 over the past few years has passed.
The following points have been highlighted, good observation and planning appear to be
the weakest points, especially braking on bends. It has been suggested that if any driver is
contemplating taking the ‘FELLOWS’ test they have a couple of runs out with a group
Observer beforehand.
Please contact me on 0777 699 33 21 after 4pm or roberts.christine1@outlook.com

Ring Janet to book your free Check Test now
07713646461 or email janet@driving1.plus.com
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Three important dates for your diary……..
Sunday August 7th Operation Cracker an initiative
at Eastfield, to help and advise all resigency services, charity
group have
promote road
safety. A fun
day out for all.

by North Yorkshire Police based
dents in the community. Emerstalls and displays. Our IAM
been invited to share the day and to

Saturday August 13th Rotary
Cavaliers Community Fair. This is
the annual street fair and brings
together lots of local charities.
Our aim is to increase public
awareness and encourage new
members. This is a popular event
and very sociable.
Sunday August 21st Operation Cracker Filey Emergency
Services Event. This is part of a
bigger strategy to bring on
board young adults. It will be
supported by all the emergency
services and will be a good shop
window for IAM. It is to be held at Filey on the sports field.
We are looking to our members to help out. If you can spare some time ie an hour or more
please let me know, you will be helping to get the road safety message across to the general
public and enjoy a day out with fellow enthusiasts. Please contact the Editor.

Diary Dates 2022
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
(First MONDAY of the Month)

February
March
April
May
June
September
October
November

7th
7th
4th
9th
6th
5th
3rd
7th

MONTHLY MEETINGS (third TUESDAY of the Month)

February
March
April
May
June
September
October
November

15th
15th
19th
17th
21st
20th
18th
16th
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Table Top Rally
Motorcycle Examiner
Try before u buy assessment drive/ride
Members re-assessment drive/ride
A. Collier, eh up, more Yorkshire dialect
Mountain Rescue, confimed
Highway code revised/new rules
Annual General Meeting (AGM)

Chief Observer
Christine Roberts

A

195) Drivers and riders should always give way to
pedestrians waiting to cross, be ready to slow
down or stop, bearing in mind, stopping
distances will be longer in wet or icy
conditions. A parallel crossing with a central
island is two separate crossings (see rules
19 & 20).

warm welcome to our new associates, I
do hope you enjoy the course and
support the group by attending our
monthly events. Please
be aware our observers
are volunteers, giving
up their precious time
to assist you.

220) Powered Vehicles used by disabled
people. In my opinion, this is one of the
worst ruling I’ve come across. I do not
agree that these small vulnerable
modes of transport should be
allowed on a dual carriageway. Car
drivers may not necessarily know
of this, motor bikes may quickly
come across them and the coach
and HGV drivers may have
extended their view and miss
this small vehicle, amber
flashing light or not. I do think
this is a disaster waiting to
happen.

I’ve been having a glance
at the latest Highway
Code looking for the
additions or alterations
Regarding pedestrians,
cyclists and other road users.
187) Watch out for – Give
plenty of room for pedestrians
who may be crossing the
approach and exit roads, traffic
straddling lanes or positioned
incorrectly. This is a warning to
any driver following as this rider or
driver is unpredictable. On the
other hand, long vehicles may have
to take a different course or straddle
lanes due to their length. Following
drivers, riders should anticipate,
holding back until their view of the road
is clear.

I have noticed since the
additions to the Highway
Code relating to
pedestrians, many are just
walking out in front of vehicles, especially
the electric vehicles which are very quiet, so please
be aware.
In my own business with drivers, we have decided
to book a course for all employees who have not
already attained a pass with IAM RoadSmart.

193) Taking extra care when your view of the
pedestrian crossing is impaired by blocking traffic
or incorrectly parked vehicles as pedestrians may
cross in between vehicles.

Ring Janet to book your free Check Test now
07713646461 or email janet@driving1.plus.com
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Observer Training Officer
Ian Goring

I

am writing this report for the last time as the
Observer Training Officer for the Scarborough
Group. In one respect I am sad but on the other
hand I am pleased to say that I will still be able to
be involved as I have been asked by the Area
Service Delivery Manager to be trained and become the IAM ROADSMART Examiner for Scarborough Advanced Motorists.

gives more consistency to the process.
The introduction of the
new associate’s logbook and consequentially the
observer’s guidebook and the examiner’s test
book, all now follow the same process and levels
of competencies so they not only ensures consistency in the marking system across the country
but also mean the associates are guided and
coached to those competencies thus reducing the
risk of differences.
The system is not perfect and there is still room
for the examiner to ‘interpret’ the marking system,
but it is certainly better than the old way.

I have held the post of Training Officer since taking over from Phil Brown in 2008 and in that time
things have change so much. The way in which
we deliver the Advanced Driving Course now is
more relevant to modern driving.
We now have a series of competences that are
used Nationally and so when anyone moves from
one group to another we know that they will have
been guided using the same standards. The
same applies to the examiners, in the earlier days
the examiners were nearly all police class one
drivers, either working, semi or fully retired. Because they had all been police driver trained in
their own regions of the country this produced
slightly different approaches to the way they examined, this in turn led to discrepancies and interpretations in the original marking system and so
there was no consistency of marking across the
country. Some of the groups who used more than
one examiner in their area found that this was being detrimental to their associates as one examiner would pass an associate on a certain route, and
another would not which did cause quite a lot of
problems. Now we are having people who have
come up through the ranks( if you like) and have
undertaken training to become examiners, this

Having moved to York in 2016 I relinquished my
position on the committee but retained the training
officer’s role and was still able to organise drive
out nights for observers to maintain standards so
all associates who came through our group got
observers of the highest standard.
My new examiner position forbids me to be involved in any training of observers or associate
within the group and so I am standing down as
training officer.
I have enjoyed my time with the Scarborough Observers who are continuing to provide an excellent
service to new associates and also to the existing
members who require a check drive now and
then.
I am sure I will meet some of you at the occasional meeting and wish you all a safe and enjoyable
driving experience.

Below are the web addresses to take you direct to online information of IAM Scarborough and IAM
RoadSmart official pages. Carefully copy and paste
on to your search engine ie Google, Chrome etc.
to get up to date information, news and advice

www.iamroadsmart.com
www.iamroadsmart-scarborough.co.uk

Scarborough Advanced Motorists and Motorcyclists (facebook.com)
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Burton Agnes Hall

May 2022
We recently had a lovely half day looking at the rally
meet of 100 plus vintage/veteran cars which had been
driven from all corners of the county.
Burnet Agnes Hall is a great place to visit with lovely
gardens, play areas, a quaint café and a magnificent hall
to wander through.
How many of these cars can you name and their year of
manufacture? Answers on page 10 no cheating!
9

Editor.
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Nepal

Beautiful Country – Terrible Traffic
Colin Godfrey - Vice Chairman

J

an and I recently returned from a 3 week trekking holiday in the
Annapurna region of Nepal, most of our time spent walking hill and
mountain trails passable to humans and mules only in dramatic surroundings
However, roads are continually being extended into hill communities with many
being simply bulldozed across hillsides
with little to no road infrastructures in
place, according to the Nepali Times, in
2016 there were 12,943 Km of roads of
which just 51% were paved (metalled),
36% were earthen and 13% gravel. The numbers have increased significantly since 2016 though the percentages will be similar.
Meanwhile, latest figures released for Nepal show that there are 27.5 road deaths per 100,000 of the population primarily in the age range of 15-40 years (the U.K. figure @ 2.2)
The Nepali police say that 95% of Road traffic incidents are the result of
driver negligence with mechanical failure, poor road conditions, careless pedestrians and bad weather
accounting for the other 5%.
We spent just 2 days in
Kathmandu itself and in that time
saw that although motorcyclists
wore helmets, their pillions did
not, some motorcyclists wore the
helmet just propped on the head
(the chinbar on the forehead) and we saw young children wedged between a rider and pillion (in one spectacular instance, a young child perhaps around 4 years old wedged between the rider,
possibly his mum, and the handlebars then a second child between her and the pillion, thus four people on
the machine, none with helmets) Traffic control was minimal, everybody seemed to be determined to get in front of everybody else, pedestrians took their chances and nobody stopped for them at marked crossings.
I have heard it suggested that ‘because everyone drives/rides as they do
(in Nepal) they are really quite skilful’; the figures relating to road
deaths, and injuries suggest not, more that Nepal is paying a high price
for untrammelled increase in
vehicle usage, under-developed
infrastructure, for inadequate
driver/rider education,
unenforced safety laws and perhaps a general fatalistic view of
existence!
We came away from Nepal once again inspired by the country and its
people and reinforced in the purpose and aims of IAM RoadSmart to
help reduce death and injury on our roads through driver and rider
education and support.
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All Things Motorcycle
Mike Hawkins (Local Observer and Motorcycle Co-Ordinator)
It wasn’t until recently I was made aware of
how the Motorcycle Section of Scarborough
IAM was formed by Phil Brown (and Clive
Roberts) which without doubt has saved
numerus lives and serious injuries.

‘Roadcraft’. On the
formation of the bike
section
the
IAM
appointed Dave Burlingham as Examiner,
Dave who was a serving police officer at the
time, arranged for us to have one to one
training with one of his police colleagues
before being tested.

This is Phil’s story in his words:-

T

he section was formed by two
members of the car group in 1991
Clive Roberts and myself, Phil
Brown. Both of us joined the new car
group as Associates when it formed in 1982
and were trained and subsequently tested to
became full members in early 1983. I went on
to become a long serving Chief Observer and
Clive a Senior Observer and Section CoOrdinator.

We were tested by Dave Burlingham in July
1991 and officially became motorcycle
observers, the section took on its first
associates shortly after and successfully
trained them to test success, and recruited them
to become observers. That marked the official
formation of the section.
Clive took the Motorcycle Senior Observer test
and became the
Chief Observer of the
motorbike section and continued in this role
for several years. When Clive relinquished the
position some years later, it was taken on by
several others over the following years notably
Martin Price, Bill Ford, Ian Woolley and Dick
Brew. For a while the section became a Group
in its own right operating separately from the
car group, but then reverted back again a few
years later.

Clive had been riding bikes continuously from
his teenage years whereas I had a break of
several years before returning to bikes around
1989. Clive is renowned for organising group
ride outs long before the formation of the IAM
bike section and we met through this pastime.
It was this relationship from the car section
coupled with our love of motorcycling which
led to forming the motorcycle section in the
group. Initially we trained each other using

Phil Brown

1954 Matchless G3LS 350cc
1 MG VA Saloon 1465 cc
2 Triumph TR4 1238cc
3 MG Midget 1200cc
4 Bedford CF 1507cc
5 Jaguar E Type 4200cc
6 Ford Capri 1600 GT
7 Ford Consul Cortina 1499cc
8 Morris 1000 1275cc
9 Triumph TR3 1998cc
Answers to the quiz on page 8
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1939
1963
1937
1962
1970
1971
1963
1963
1960

Preventing car theft
Tips from IAM RoadSmart

intent on acting illegally at some point in the future.
Keep your car key away from the window and not in an
expected place, such as a table in the hallway, and consider taking them to your bedroom at night. If your car has a
keyless car entry system, put the fob in a signal blocking
bag so thieves cannot use your own key to signal jump and
gain access to your car.
Remember to act quickly if you lose your keys, even if you
keep a spare. An MLA-approved locksmith can block your
lost key from being used.
Invest in a steering wheel lock or similar device
While steering wheel locks may have become less popular
over the years, they are still an effective way of stopping
thieves as they provide another layer of security to crack.
They can also stop high-tech thieves in their tracks as they
tend to target the car’s electronic systems and are unlikely
to carry heavy duty equipment for removing these
locks. Just make sure you get the right preventative device
for your car.
Locking wheel nuts
Modern alloy car wheels can cost hundreds of pounds each
and are an easy target for thieves. Locking wheel nuts are
cheap, easy to fit, and can act as an effective deterrent for
criminals. Make sure you keep the special socket or key
somewhere safe within your vehicle and out of sight.
Lock your car
It may seem like a basic security tip but remember to lock
your car when you leave it, even if only for a few minutes.
Many people admit to leaving their car unlocked, even
leaving their keys in the ignition, so prevent the risk by
locking the car when it’s left unattended.
Do your research
Car theft is becoming increasingly targeted and specialist
these days. Being aware of the crime trends in your area
can help you prepare for the worst. For example, have
there been reports of catalytic converter thefts in your
town or city? Which models are most likely to be taken in
your local area? Often high-end high-tech cars are the ones
that organised gangs go for so extra care may be needed if
you own one.
The latest trend is theft for increasingly expensive spare
parts. A little knowledge goes a long way so keep eyes and
ears open for relevant local information and talk to your
local crime prevention officers if you need more advice.
Rebecca Ashton, Head of Policy and Research
at IAM RoadSmart, said: “Car theft can be very distressing for people, but there are things we can do to reduce the chances of it happening. Being careful where you
park and making sure you don’t leave anything tempting
on display will help to deter thieves. If you can choose a
car park which is registered with the Park Mark Scheme,
it’s a good way for you to feel rest assured that your chosen car park has high standards of security.
“Try to avoid leaving your car park ticket in the car and if
you are like me and tend to forget where you put it for
safety - take a photo of it so you have it on your phone just
in case. Although car thefts are increasing again after the
pandemic, we do still live in a reasonably safe society so
with a little planning and consideration you can keep on
motoring for many miles to come.”

T

his week it was announced that the number of recorded vehicle thefts in the last 12 months has reached
nearly 90,0001. With the majority of police forces around
the UK recording an increase in car thefts over the last
year, IAM RoadSmart is on hand to give their top tips to
help keep your car safe from thieves.
Your car is probably one of the most expensive items you
own, so it’s important to make sure it’s protected from
thieves and vandals. With car thefts on the rise, there are
some simple measures you can take to secure your vehicle
– as well as a few simple security tweaks that could cut the
cost of insurance whilst reducing the risk of losing your no
claims bonus.
Deciding where to park
Your car will be most secure if it’s kept in a locked garage
or secure car park, however we know this isn’t always possible. If your car is parked on your driveway, it’s worth considering installing a CCTV camera or motion detector
lighting to deter criminals. For many of us the only option is
to park on the street, so try to park on a well-lit one. You
can also speak to the Council to enquire about their policies on street lighting. Make sure your insurance company
knows where you normally park, it is usually one of their
questions – so if you have recently moved you should update any changed parking information with them.
Keep valuables out of sight
Keep valuables out of sight, and ideally don’t leave them in
your car at all. Even low value items can tempt thieves –
and while these things might not cost a lot to replace, you
could end up losing your no claims bonus by making a claim
for a forced lock or broken window.
Don’t forget that even windscreen marks left by a sat-nav
can entice an opportunist thief!
Get a car alarm and tracker
Many vehicles are fitted with a factory fitted alarm and immobiliser; however, you might want to consider an additional alarm to offer maximum security. Asking whether
you have a vehicle alarm is a common question for insurers
when applying for vehicle insurance, and it’s more likely
you’ll be offered a discount if you do have a professionally
fitted alarm - even a DIY-fitted proximity alarm can prove to
be a good deterrent for thieves.
If you feel you’re more vulnerable to car thieves and would
like more peace of mind, then investing in a vehicle tracker
can make it much easier to trace and recover your vehicle if
necessary. Talk to your insurance company, some work in
partnership with specific companies and offer a discount
on vehicles fitted with a particular tracker.
Keep your keys safe
We’ve all experienced that moment of panic when we can’t
find our keys, but we should look after them carefully as
they offer thieves the easiest option for stealing our vehicles. It’s always worth keeping your spare key in a safe and
memorable place.
If you’re looking to buy a car and only a single set of keys
are offered, then you may want to consider getting a professional to reprogramme the vehicle just in case they are
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What’s included in the course fee?

•

Membership of your local
group

•

As many observed
drives/rides you require
to get to the Advanced
standard

•

The Advanced Test

•

One year’s member to
IAM RoadSmart as an
Associate

Go to https://www.iamroadsmart.com/courses for more information

Membership secretary 07713646461
janet@driving1.plus.net

Membership secretary 07713646461
janet@driving1.plus.net

www.iamroadsmart-scarborough.co.uk
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